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Interested? Obviously, this is why, we intend you to click the web link web page to go to, and afterwards you
could delight in the book The Illustrated Alchemist: A Fable About Following Your Dream By Paulo Coelho
downloaded and install up until completed. You could save the soft documents of this The Illustrated
Alchemist: A Fable About Following Your Dream By Paulo Coelho in your device. Certainly, you will
bring the device all over, will not you? This is why, every time you have extra time, every single time you
can appreciate reading by soft duplicate publication The Illustrated Alchemist: A Fable About Following
Your Dream By Paulo Coelho

Amazon.com Review
Like the one-time bestseller Jonathan Livingston Seagull, The Alchemist presents a simple fable, based on
simple truths and places it in a highly unique situation. And though we may sniff a bestselling formula, it is
certainly not a new one: even the ancient tribal storytellers knew that this is the most successful method of
entertaining an audience while slipping in a lesson or two. Brazilian storyteller Paulo Coehlo introduces
Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who one night dreams of a distant treasure in the Egyptian pyramids.
And so he's off: leaving Spain to literally follow his dream.

Along the way he meets many spiritual messengers, who come in unassuming forms such as a camel driver
and a well-read Englishman. In one of the Englishman's books, Santiago first learns about the alchemists--
men who believed that if a metal were heated for many years, it would free itself of all its individual
properties, and what was left would be the "Soul of the World." Of course he does eventually meet an
alchemist, and the ensuing student-teacher relationship clarifies much of the boy's misguided agenda, while
also emboldening him to stay true to his dreams. "My heart is afraid that it will have to suffer," the boy
confides to the alchemist one night as they look up at a moonless night.

"Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the suffering itself," the alchemist replies. "And that
no heart has ever suffered when it goes in search of its dreams, because every second of the search is a
second's encounter with God and with eternity." --Gail Hudson

From Publishers Weekly
Brazilian writer Coelho has published five titles in 45 languages in 120 countries, and has sold 23 million
books. It's easy to see why. This charming, simple and well-written allegory tells of a boy, Santiago, who has
the imagination and courage to follow his "Personal Legend." Santiago finds fairy godfathers at many turns
who help him learn to keep up his courage, and to read omens and his own heart. The book's inspirational
message follow your heart and do your own thing is oblique enough, to allow readers to interpret it in any
way they choose, with whatever degree and form of spirituality one adheres to: "To realize one's destiny is a
person's only obligation." But apparently only men need apply; a woman's destiny is to wait for her hero to
find his treasure and return home to her. The real treasure here is Jeremy Irons. His intriguing, subtle and
powerful performance carries us along on the boy's adventures, into his confusions and insights, through



discussions with kings and animals, through the desert and the sun and even through the philosophical
passages. Based on the Harper San Francisco hardcover.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- This simple, yet eloquent parable celebrates the richness of the human spirit. A young Spanish
shepherd seeking his destiny travels to Egypt where he learns many lessons, particularly from a wise old
alchemist. The real alchemy here, however, is the transmuting of youthful idealism into mature wisdom. The
blending of conventional ideas with an exotic setting makes old truths seem new again. This shepherd takes
the advice Hamlet did not heed, learning to trust his heart and commune with it as a treasured friend.
Enjoyable and easy to read, this timeless fantasy validates the aspirations and dreams of youth.
- Sabrina Fraunfelter, Fairfax County Public Library, VA
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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certainly not a new one: even the ancient tribal storytellers knew that this is the most successful method of
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men who believed that if a metal were heated for many years, it would free itself of all its individual
properties, and what was left would be the "Soul of the World." Of course he does eventually meet an
alchemist, and the ensuing student-teacher relationship clarifies much of the boy's misguided agenda, while
also emboldening him to stay true to his dreams. "My heart is afraid that it will have to suffer," the boy
confides to the alchemist one night as they look up at a moonless night.

"Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the suffering itself," the alchemist replies. "And that
no heart has ever suffered when it goes in search of its dreams, because every second of the search is a
second's encounter with God and with eternity." --Gail Hudson

From Publishers Weekly
Brazilian writer Coelho has published five titles in 45 languages in 120 countries, and has sold 23 million
books. It's easy to see why. This charming, simple and well-written allegory tells of a boy, Santiago, who has
the imagination and courage to follow his "Personal Legend." Santiago finds fairy godfathers at many turns
who help him learn to keep up his courage, and to read omens and his own heart. The book's inspirational
message follow your heart and do your own thing is oblique enough, to allow readers to interpret it in any
way they choose, with whatever degree and form of spirituality one adheres to: "To realize one's destiny is a



person's only obligation." But apparently only men need apply; a woman's destiny is to wait for her hero to
find his treasure and return home to her. The real treasure here is Jeremy Irons. His intriguing, subtle and
powerful performance carries us along on the boy's adventures, into his confusions and insights, through
discussions with kings and animals, through the desert and the sun and even through the philosophical
passages. Based on the Harper San Francisco hardcover.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- This simple, yet eloquent parable celebrates the richness of the human spirit. A young Spanish
shepherd seeking his destiny travels to Egypt where he learns many lessons, particularly from a wise old
alchemist. The real alchemy here, however, is the transmuting of youthful idealism into mature wisdom. The
blending of conventional ideas with an exotic setting makes old truths seem new again. This shepherd takes
the advice Hamlet did not heed, learning to trust his heart and commune with it as a treasured friend.
Enjoyable and easy to read, this timeless fantasy validates the aspirations and dreams of youth.
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Most helpful customer reviews

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Ayn Rand's philosophy with a spoonful of mysticism to make it easier to swallow
By Chris
I read this book because my book group selected it. I found it tedious, sexist, and juvenile. The philosophy is
very ego centric --there is some "personal journey" every man must complete, and "the universe" wants you
to complete yours. (Unless you're female, then you should wait for your man.) There is nothing about service
to others except to make money: life for this author is just about following your dreams and having
adventures. (No one has children in this novel--or if they do, they are of no consequence.) There are many
references to Jesus, Christianity, and Islam, but ironically nearly all of the references to Christianity are ego
centric--for example, a story of how Saul's father is so proud that his son's words are remembered. Those
words were about Christ--but the author cares nothing about actually trying to understand Jesus or
Mohammed or anyone. Just listen to your heart.

It's objectivism with a mystical veneer over top so the self centeredness can appear spiritual rather than just
self centered.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
My favorite book of all time!
By Jeff
The Alchemist is a gripping narrative about a young Andalusian shepherd named Santiago and his journey to
find the greatest treasure in the world. This charming story follows Santiago on his journey to Egypt, after
having a recurring dream of finding treasure there. Santiago travels across great distances and encounters
crazy adventures in his quest for gold. Little does he know that the ultimate treasure is actually found deep
within.

This dream was so prophetic that Santiago genuinely believed this was his ultimate goal in life. After
deciding to travel to a Romani fortune-teller in a nearby town to discover its meaning, a gypsy woman tells
him that there is a treasure in the Pyramids in Egypt.



Towards the beginning of his journey, Santiago meets an old king, named Melchizedek, who advises him to
sell his sheep in order to travel to Egypt. He also introduces the idea of a Personal Legend, stating that your
Personal Legend, “is what you have always wanted to accomplish. Everyone, when they are young, knows
what their Personal Legend is.”

The Alchemist Physical CoverAlong the journey, Santiago meets an Englishman who is in search of an
Alchemist and together they continue their search for treasure. As they travel through the Sahara desert,
Santiago meets and falls in love with a beautiful Arabian woman named Fatima. After a brief period of time,
Santiago asks Fatima to marry him, but she tells him that she will only marry him after he finds his treasures.
Perplexed by this, Santiago later learns that true love will not stop one’s Personal Legend, and if it does, it is
not true love.

Eventually Santiago meets a lone alchemist who teaches him about Personal Legends. He shares his wisdom
that people want to find only the treasure of their Personal Legends but not the Personal Legend itself. The
alchemist states,

“Those who don’t understand their Personal Legends will fail to comprehend their teachings.”

If you are looking for a book that will inspire courage, this is the one. No matter what your dream, goals or
visions are, the universe will conspire to help you achieve the things you want, regardless of how
insurmountable the task seems. You must live the life you truly desire to its fullest extent if you want to look
back on a life having worth lived.

The essential message is that treasure is more worthy than gold.

Read more here: [...]

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Good book, but I think the ending is a betrayal
By Brian Driver
As I write this I realize that I am talking about a modern classic, one that I must admit I did enjoy reading
overall. But that said, I simply didn’t find this book to be as moving a book as I thought I would.

The novel tells a simple though interesting tale about a boy’s attempts to search for a treasure revealed to
him in multiple dreams. Along the way he encounters many people and situations that enable him to learn
and grow spiritually, aided by either his clever and inquisitive mind or the guidance of others who effectively
serve as mentors.

For the most part, I did like THE ALCHEMIST. I enjoyed the simple style of writing and the stripped-down
nature of the tale. We don’t get into the “five senses” kind of environmental description – Coelho’s tale is
more of a parable at its heart, and in fact is a story OF the heart and of the mind. I also admired the central
character as well: Santiago is not only aptly named, but he is a likable boy full of pleasant good will and a
gentle disposition, ready to work and clever when it comes to the things one must do to succeed. He is also
brave, and remains positive whether things are going well or they are not, choosing to do the best he can at
whatever hand he is dealt by life.

Here, however, comes the problem. While I felt that the book worked for a good deal of the story, it
weakened a bit toward the end. Part of it was the story’s mumbo-jumbo manner of religiosity; while I
understood the author’s decision to tackle his subject in this simple, unadorned manner, it didn’t hold up at



times. Certainly, the notion that there is a hidden one-ness at the heart of all matter is a notion that works
well through a simplistic style, a la the clean, stripped-down beliefs at the heart of innocents or the way we
conceptualize the purity of, say, the Native Americans culture when it came to nature. But when the boy
began addressing the wind and other elements (a point I’ll get to further in a moment), it really broke down
for me. It stretched credulity, reducing Nature to a kind of repertory theater. I will speak further on this scene
in a second.

HERE I ONE ASPECT THAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED A SPOILER – SKIP THIS PARAGRAPH.
What I particularly disliked about THE ALCHEMIST is that I felt it broke its own rules. Again, I’m
discussing the ending here, so beware. It bothered me that the ending should have been a point when the
boy’s budding spirituality took its hold upon the lad. I ask: why would a person who is in essence learning so
much about what really matters about life still keep seeking money? His interest in gold is not the same as
the alchemist’s interest in it: the elder character is a man who can manipulate the elements in a near-magical
manner, a process he leaves the boy to discover for himself (like when he fact almost comically abandons
him to magically “make like the wind” for men who will otherwise kill him – comical because once the
alchemist places the boy IN the situation, he simply goes off to play with his birds. And one more thing:
while the twist at the end was clever, it disappointed me for two reasons: the first, for point I made above,
but the second is trickier. The boy learns that the truth the material treasure HE sought is NOT there; it is, he
learns, where the OTHER character says it is. Clever, sure… but is the author telling us the other character’s
“information” is more true? Why is that? Was it that the other boy was favored? OR, which is probably more
true, is it because whatever force it is that imparts such “wisdom” does so knowing that one boy WILL
follow his heart and the other won’t. Think: if the other boy does follow his quest then Santiago’s info is
going to be wrong. But IF things are meant to work out the way they actually do, then is Coelho indeed
telling us that these actions were predetermined? This sends, I think, the opposite message the author wants
to send.

THE ALCHEMIST is a book that people will enjoy for its simple values, and the tale of this young boy’s
spiritual quest has satisfied many. While I too enjoyed it and liked the boy, I ultimately felt a bit disappointed
in what I felt to be a contrived ending. Though I initially liked the twist at the end, the story could have
ended on that exact moment and left me happier. As it is, I felt the final portion of the boy’s quest betrayed
his AND the author’s intentions, which hurt the novel for me.

See all 9482 customer reviews...
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